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OCBC BANK TO DEEPEN ITS SUPPORT FOR MINDS TO HELP 
ITS BENEFICIARIES DEVELOP VOCATIONAL SKILLS AND 

EMPLOYABILITY   

OCBC Bank is first bank to commit to a pilot project to purchase bottled water 
that is packed and labelled by MINDS beneficiaries as a social enterprise 

 

 
Singapore, 1 April 2016 – OCBC Bank announced that it will be deepening its 

support for the Movement for the Intellectually Disabled of Singapore (MINDS) 

to provide realistic vocational training for its beneficiaries in order to help them 

remain employable and self-sufficient.  

 

In support of this cause, OCBC Bank is the first bank among a group of 

companies that has committed to purchasing bottled water that is packed and 

labelled by the beneficiaries of MINDS’ as a social enterprise. For a start, 

OCBC Bank will purchase 36,000 bottles of water.  

 

Launched in January 2016, the MINDS Water unit is an extension of MINDS 

social enterprise programme to provide alternative work engagement 

opportunities for its adult beneficiaries. To date, more than 60 beneficiaries 

have been employed under this project and they have packed and labelled 

over 22,000 bottles of water.   
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In addition, staff from OCBC Bank’s Global Treasury and Investment has 

raised $18,000 to fund training and purchase of training equipment as MINDS 

continues to source for new contracts and small scale social enterprise work 

that its beneficiaries can perform in order to stay socially engaged.  

 

Mr Lam Kun Kin, Head of OCBC Bank’s Global Treasury and 

Investment Banking Division shared, “I’m happy that my colleagues from our 

Treasury and Investment Banking teams have been volunteering actively at 

MINDS since 2015. We encourage a giving and philanthropic culture among 

the dealing room staff and investment bankers in line with the bank’s focus on 

giving back to society. Volunteering together as a division also helps us to 

bond and build team camaraderie.” 

 

“The team is happy that the money we raised last year as part of our annual 

fund raising effort can support MINDS’ on-going training programme to help 

their beneficiaries stay sustainably employed. This initiative by MINDS is very 

commendable as the beneficiaries are meaningfully engaged in different types 

of work, whether it is craftwork, baking, water bottle labelling or even manning 

the thrift shop. I am inspired by their pride in the work they do, the positive 

attitude they show and the quality of the products delivered.”   

 

“That is why I personally welcome the Budget 2016 measure to offer 

companies’ tax rebates for volunteer-associated costs. With the government’s 

support through the tax rebates, I hope more companies and their staff will do 

more to help the needy in our society. We definitely will be volunteering even 

more with MINDS.” 

 

Over the past year, more than 140 staff volunteers have been supporting 

MINDS, engaging their beneficiaries through a variety of activities. These 

include bringing them out on a movie outing, a visit to Gardens by the Bay and 

making craft items that were eventually sold at the MINDS Craft Store.  

 

Mr Keh Eng Song, CEO of MINDS said, “We thank OCBC for supporting our 

MINDS beneficiaries’ work engagement training programme through the 

purchase of the bottled water and donation. OCBC’s generous act will help 

our beneficiaries be engaged vocationally in something meaningful to them.”  
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SOCIAL MEDIA ASSETS 
 
Official hashtags: #ocbcbank #sgminds #csr #donation  
 
Keywords: 
OCBC, MINDS, CSR, Donation 
 

 Suggested tweet: OCBC to deepen its support for MINDS to help its 
beneficiaries remain employable and self-sufficient. (101 characters) 
 

 Suggested Facebook post: OCBC to purchase 36,000 bottles of water, 
packed and labeled by MINDS beneficiaries as part of its deepening support 
for MINDS.  
 
For all other updates on OCBC, follow @OCBCBank on Twitter and “like” 
facebook.com/ocbcbank on Facebook. 
 
 

 

About OCBC Bank 
 
 
OCBC Bank is the longest established Singapore bank, formed in 1932 from 
the merger of three local banks, the oldest of which was founded in 1912. It is 
now the second largest financial services group in Southeast Asia by assets 
and one of the world’s most highly-rated banks, with an Aa1 rating from 
Moody’s. Recognised for its financial strength and stability, OCBC Bank has 
been ranked Asean’s strongest bank and among the world’s five strongest 
banks by Bloomberg Markets for five consecutive years since the ranking’s 
inception in 2011. 
 
OCBC Bank and its subsidiaries offer a broad array of commercial banking, 
specialist financial and wealth management services, ranging from consumer, 
corporate, investment, private and transaction banking to treasury, insurance, 
asset management and stockbroking services. 
 
OCBC Bank’s key markets are Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia and Greater 
China. It has over 630 branches and representative offices in 18 countries and 
regions. These include the more than 330 branches and offices in Indonesia 
under subsidiary Bank OCBC NISP, and more than 90 branches and offices in 
Hong Kong, China and Macau under OCBC Wing Hang. 
 
OCBC Bank’s private banking services are provided by its wholly-owned 
subsidiary Bank of Singapore, which operates on a unique open-architecture 
product platform to source for the best-in-class products to meet its clients’ 
goals.   
 
OCBC Bank's insurance subsidiary, Great Eastern Holdings, is the oldest and 
most established life insurance group in Singapore and Malaysia. Its asset 
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management subsidiary, Lion Global Investors, is one of the largest private 
sector asset management companies in Southeast Asia.  
 
For more information, please visit www.ocbc.com. 
 

 
 

  
 

http://www.ocbc.com/

